
COVERNG THE WORLD
Background to Covering and presenting “World News”



The BBC = British Broadcasting Service
"Nation Shall Speak Peace Unto Nation"

 Established in 1927.  RADIO – WORLD SERVICE.  British 

Colonies: largest radio broadcaster in the world.

 1990s-2025 Major Growth – DIGITAL+GLOBAL = 

LARGEST WORLD NEWS ORGANIZATION

 A federally subsidized public/private corporation that 

operates under a Royal Charter.

 LEGAL PROTECTIONS.  The BBC is legally independent 

from direct government intervention.

 ECONOMICS: “Guaranteed” nationally subsidized 

income.  The BBC is funded principally by an annual 

television license fee, which is charged to all United 

Kingdom households, companies and organisations.

 BBC operations are overseen by 12 Governors who are 

appointed by the Crown on the advice of the Government.

 Additional Funding:

 BBC Worldwide Ltd. Commercial Entertainment 

 BBC TV/Cinema/Streaming

 BBC Radio Times and 

 BBC Book publishing. BBC Studios and 

 BBC Post Production Ltd



BBC World News
▪ BBC News is the LARGEST news gathering operation in the 

world.

▪ BBC has Foreign correspondents posted in ~1,700 staff  
(250 foreign correspondents) in 73 cities across 59 
countries (70% increase since 2016) 

▪ (NYTimes has only 26-35).  The rest are “stringers” or freelancers (50%+)

▪ CNN – “affiliates”

▪ BBC posts in 42+ Different Languages  Languages:  
http://www.bbc.co.uk/worldservice/languages/index.shtml

▪ New York Times = 1 language (Spanish trial in 2019)

▪ Wall Street Journal = English, Mandarin, (Spec Editions in German, 
Spanish, Portuguese)

▪ GLOBAL AUDIENCE = 489 MILLION people – 320m/week

▪ ~1m for Wall Street Journal, NYTimes, USAToday)

▪ 187million Radio Listeners World News Service

▪ ALL TIME PEAK readers/viewers = of 1 billion total hits on 
July 7 2005—(London transit bombings). 

▪ 2020: COVID-19 49+ million person increase worldwide

http://www.bbc.co.uk/worldservice/languages/index.shtml


BBC News in 41 Different Languages



BBC World News Audiences



Tim Davie – Director General of the BBC 

Worldwide + Deborah Turness CEO of BBC News



2000-2016 American News Trends

▪ As a percentage, more print journalists have 

lost their jobs than workers in any other 

significant American industry over the last 

decade (BLS.gov). 

▪ From 2000-16, MORE than 57% of American 

staff newspaper photographers were laid off. 

▪ 2013 The Chicago Sun-Times laid off its ENTIRE 

photography staff (including Pulitzer Prize 

Winners John White)  

https://petapixel.com/2013/05/30/how-the-internet-

killed-photojournalism/

▪ 2016 the New York Times relied on freelancers to 

provide 50+% (or more) of its overall visuals.

▪ The Wall Street Journal relies on freelancers for 

66% of its features imagery and 33% of its news 

imagery; 

▪ The Washington Post relies on freelancers for more 

than 80% of its international news imagery, 50% of 

its political news imagery, and between 60- 80%of 

its national news imagery

https://petapixel.com/2013/05/30/how-the-internet-killed-photojournalism/


Retreating from the World
(Enda, Columbia Journalism Review)

 Three “general” types of foreign news reporting approaches in U.S.

1. International/Foreign Bureaus (Staff Foreign Correspondents/Reporters “in country”)

2. Wire Services (Reuters, Associated Press AP, UPI {closed})

3. Freelancers/Stringers (“Parachute Journalism/Reporting”)

 No regular pay or medical coverage

 Crisis Reporting/ Crisis Zones

 Expenses Negotiated (Travel, Translators, “handler”, security)

 1985-2010 foreign news coverage dropped 53% across all major news 

organizations from 

 2010 20 major U.S. newspapers closed ALL foreign bureaus.

 NPR: the only US news organization, which increased foreign coverage during this 

time (affiliation with PBS/BBC).

 Increased use of Parachute Journalism, Crisis Reporting, and 

production of “International Modules”

 Examples:  LATimes packages modules for other Tribune papers

 Gannett “Modules” USA Today and the Gannett Chain



Hedge Fund & Investment Corporate 

Take-over of US News Orgs

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_newspapers_owned_by_GateHouse_Media

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_newspapers_owned_by_GateHouse_Media


American News Consumption



News Platforms – U.S.



Trends in News



Influencers + News



Trends in News



Trends in News



Trends in News







Asking outrageous, uncomfortable and shocking questions to uncover the truth behind 
some of the most marginalized and misunderstood Australians. Australian Broadcasting 

Corporation → NETFLIX




